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All of the following land transactions can be found in Massachusetts land records, 1630-1975 at familysearch.org. Links to
images of the original deeds are given with each transaction. (You must have a free membership at familysearch.org to
view the deeds.) Deeds are listed below by the date of sale and not by the date when the deed was recorded which was as
long as 42 years after the date of sale.

The deeds are listed in two groups: transactions related to the distribution of a deceased relatives estate and Roger’s
personal transactions.

Transactions related to the distribution a deceased relative’s estate:

27 Aug 1766
Worcester County deed book 57, p. 363.

This deed identifies the daughters of Ralph Shepard and their husbands.  The individual lots given to each are described in
the probate papers of Ralph Shepard.

Samuel Dudley Esq. and Sarah his wife, Wm. Dudley yeoman and Anna his wife, Roger Amadown Jr. laborer and
Elizabeth his wife, Robert Humes Yeoman and Mariam his wife, David Paine yeoman and Abigail his wife all of Douglas,
combined the properties they had received in the distribution of Ralph Shepard's estate and jointly sold them for 15 pounds
10 shillings to Wm. Jenison of Mendon. 
Witnesses: Edward Davis, Jedediah Phips
Received 20 Aug 1767 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99ZH-KNB8?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-CTT%3A361612201%2C361721901 

19 Oct 1768 
Worcester County deed book 59, pp. 258 - 260.

This record deals with sale of Joseph Rider’s real estate.  Elizabeth Shepard Rider had been appointed adminstratrix of his
estate which was then in probate court.  The deed establishes that Joseph Rider was Elizabeth’s husband. 

The record has three parts. 

First, about 1765 Elizabeth Rider prepared a petition to Governor Francis Barnard and the House of Representatives of
Massachusetts Bay for permission to sell Joseph’s property. She pled that the deceased left a family of small children the
eldest not yet eleven and the youngest not yet four [the ages of the children were used to estimate the year the petition
was prepared] and that Joseph left a small estate consisting of about forty eight acres of land only 12 acres of which was
improved and the rest was uncultivated and scarcely worth clearing. It was dry and naturally barren land. There was no
barn and the house was small, unfinished and unfit for habitation.  The fences were made of no better material than brush
and were decayed and out of repair. There was little timber on the property so the fences could not be repaired without
considerable cost. The debts due from Joseph’s estate were twelve pounds more than the appraised value of the personal
estate.  The property will rent[?] for little or nothing. Therefore, Elizabeth said that it would be much to the advantage of the
[?] of the Minors[?] if the land were sold for the most it would fetch and asked that she as the administratrix be granted the
power to sell the estate.

Second, 19 Feb 1767 a resolution in the House of Representatives empowered Elizabeth to sell the real estate, but
cautioning the Judge of Probate that the money from the sale be applied to the debts of the deceased with the balance to
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the heirs.  Sent up for Concurrence. In council 24 Feb 1767 Read and concurred.  Consented to by Francis Barnard

Third, the deed dated 19 Oct 1768. Roger Amidown Jr of Douglas and Elizabeth his wife, as Elizabeth was administratrix
of the estate of her late husband Joseph Rider and by virtue of the power of authority given to Elizabeth in the annexed
resolution of the Great & General Court of the Province of Massachusetts Bay the grantors sold for 75 pounds two shillings
& eight pence to Isaac Martin [Martyn] Jr. of Douglas, the highest bidder, a certain tract of land in Douglas containing 48
acres.  
Witnesses: Clark Chandler, Benj  West
Rec'd 19 Oct 1768

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89ZH-JDRQ?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-ZWL%3A361612201%2C361723401

14 Jun 1771 
Worcester County deed book 69, pp. 206 - 208.

This record identifies Joseph Rider as the husband of Elizabeth Shepherd and Esther as his mother's given name.

The record has three parts: 

First, a petition, dated 28 May 1766, to the Governor and the House of Representatives of Massachusetts Bay by Esther
Rider whose house had burned down  destroying the deed to her property which had been conveyed to Esther by her son
the late Joseph Rider.  Esther asked that Elizabeth Rider, Joseph’s widow and administratrix of his estate, be directed to
renew the deed.  

Second, on 26 Jun 1766  the House of Representatives granted the petition and empowered Elizabeth to execute a good
and sufficient deed.  The Council concurred, and the Governor concented.

Third, on 14 Jun 1771 the deed was executed. The grantors  were Roger Amedown Jr. and Elizabeth Amedown his wife.  
Witnesses: Caleb Whiting and John Henendren
Received: 21 Dec 1772

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9ZH-KRF2?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-GM9%3A361612201%2C361793201

9 Apr 1778 
Worcester County deed  book  218,  p. 196.

In this deed five children of Ralph Shepard (and their husbands), i.e. the grantors, gave up their interest  in a property to a
sixth child Sarah Dudley.  It documents the six children of Ralph Shepard and their husbands.

Wm. Dudley and Ann Dudley his wife, Robert Humes and Miriam Humes his wife, Roger Amadon, Jr. and Elizabeth
Amidon his wife and Simeon Shepard all of Douglas, and David Paine and Abigail Paine his wife of the Town of _____ in
the State of Connecticut heirs of Ralph Shepard of Douglas deceased sendeth greetings. Know ye that we [the grantors]
and in consideration [of] the love and affection we bear to our sister Sarah Dudley and mentioned in a bond dated 3 Dec
1760 given by our honored father Ralph Shepard late of Douglas deceased to Sarah Dudley widow of Samuel Dudley,
Esq., late of Douglas  the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge have remised, released and forever quitclaimed unto
Sarah Dudley all their [the grantors] right, title, interest and inheritance in a certain tract of land in Douglas containing by
estimation twenty acres bounded as follows . . . it being the same tract or parcel of land or buildings contained in a deed
given by Samuel Dudley deceased to Ralph Shepard deceased and dated 3 Dec 1760.
Witnesses: Ezra Whiting, David Sweetland, Elisha Smith
Received 31 Jan 1820

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9ZH-GG3Z?cc=2106411&wc=MCBP-M6D%3A361612201%2C361990901
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5 Dec 1794 
Worcester County deed book 144, p. 90.

This deed lists the children of Roger Amidon, Sr. who were living when the deed was drawn.  It also establishes that
Samuel Amidon was living in Readsborough, Vermont and Roger Jr. was living Douglas in 1794. It mentions the “great
road” in Douglas which was probably part of the Boston Post Road.  The property description is interesting because one of
the bounds goes right through the middle of a house.  

Jeremiah Amidon of Oxford, cordwainer, Samuel Amadon of Readsborough, Vermont Gent, Roger Amidon of Douglas
yeoman, Elizabeth Kingsbury of Oxford widow, Benjamin Corrary of Douglas laborer, and Rachel Corrary wife of Benjamin
all of Worcester County except Samuel sold for twenty seven pounds to Elijah Brown of Sutton, Worcester County about
33 acres of land "which belonged to our honored father Roger Amidown deceased" lying in Douglas 1/2 mile mile westerly
of the meeting house south of the great road and bounded as follows: beginning at a stake and stones on the south side of
the great road a little north of the house thence running through the house through the middle of the chimney south six
degrees east fifteen rods to a stake and stones thence 21 degrees south six rods to a stake and stones thence south 13
degrees east 60 rods to a stake and stones, thence south 5 degrees east 28 rods to a stake and stones thence east 40
degrees north 47 roads to a stake and stones by land of ensign Bolkcom thence east 9 degrees north 20 rods to a stake
and stones, thence thence north 6 degrees west 65 rods to a stake and stones, thence west 10 degrees north 24 rods to a
stake and stones thence north 6 degrees west 3 rods to a white oak stump thence west 14 degrees south 26 rods to a
white oak sapling by the great road thence straight to the first bound.  
Witnesses: Jonathan Harrin, Belzaleel Bolkcom, Elijah Moore, Aaron Marsh 
Received 5 Feb 1802

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9ZH-P3NP?cc=2106411&wc=MCBG-HMS%3A361612201%2C361885401

Personal land transactions:

2 Apr 1767
Worcester County deed book 62,  p. 250.

Joseph Marsh of Menden, Worcester County sold to Roger Amidown, Jr. of Douglas for 26 pounds 13 shillings, a 30 acre
parcel of land in Douglas. [The property description was faded and unclear.]
Witnesses:  Manasch Pery, F[T]ances Marsh
Received 14 Dec 1769

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89ZH-V88W?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-ZNP%3A361612201%2C361725601 

6 Sep 1769
Worcester County deed book  62,  p. 252.

Roger Amidown, Jr. and Elisabeth his wife of Douglas, Worcester, Massachusetts Bay in New England sold to Ephraim
Warfield for 33 pounds 5 shillings eight pence 30 acres of land in Douglas. [The property description was faded and
unclear, but this appears to be the same property that Roger bought from Joseph Marsh [Book 62, p. 250]
Witnesses: Ebenezer ?, ? Dudley
Received 12[?] Dec 1769

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9ZH-V89K?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-ZNP%3A361612201%2C361725601

22 May 1770
Worcester County deed book 63, p. 292.

Abijah Kingsbury living on land south of Oxford and between Dudley and Douglas, in Worcester County, sold to Roger
Amidown and Roger Amidown, Jr. both of Douglas District in the County aforesaid  for 100 pounds a parcel of land
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containing by estimation about 40 acres being the same land Abijah Kingsbury bought of Joseph Rider.
Witnesses: Edwd Davis, Benjm Davis
Received 18 Sep 1770 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9ZH-PH8L?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-Z2S%3A361612201%2C361728301

22 Apr 1771[year not clear]
Worcester County deed book 67, p. 572

Roger Amidown and Roger Amidown, Jr. both of the district of Douglas, Worcester, Massachusetts Bay in New England
for 100 pounds sold to Benjamin Corrary a parcel of land in Douglas containing by estimation 40 acres .
Witnesses: Eben Marsh, Moses Gleason, Jr. Edward Davis
Received 20 Jun 1772 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99ZH-K5Q1?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-LNT%3A361612201%2C361787901

26 Oct 1773 
Worcester County deed book 95, p. 145.

Ebenezer Marsh of Douglas sold to Roger Amidon Jr. of the same place a tract of land in Douglas containing twenty acres
bounded as follows: beginning at a stake and stones being the north easterly corner of said land then running south 6
degrees east 96 rods rods by the land of John Hirundun  to the Country road to a stake and stones then west 20 degrees
south 33 rods on said road to a stake and stones, thence north six degrees west 103 rods by land of Ebenezer Marsh to a
stake and stounds being a corner bounds of the above said twenty acres then turning easterly on the range line by the land
of the aforesaid Roger Amidon Jr 32 rods to the first mentioned bound.
Witnesses: Elijah Hale, Micah Whitney
Received 15 Jun 1785

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99ZH-K57Q?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-TNL%3A361612201%2C361823201

18 Jan 1779
Worcester County deed book 81, p. 411.

18 Jan 1779 Roger Amidon of Douglas sold for 135 pounds to Simeon Shepard of the same place 12.5 acres of land,
mowing tillage, pasturing, orchard, and woodland in the fourth part of Douglas, it being one half in quality and quantity of
the widow Sarah Shepard's third which I [Roger] hold by a quit claim with Robert Humes who holds the other half by a quit
claim with me the whole third remaining undivided. The whole third contains about 23 acres of land and is bounded as
follows: beginning at the southwest corner of the road leading to Robert Humes from the meeting house at the well thence
running easterly by the land of Lebedee Arnold to land of Simeon Shepard the grantee to a stake and stones thence
running by the grantees land northerly to a marked oak tree thence westerly by land of Ephraim Hill to the above
mentioned road thence southerly by the road to the first bound. 
Witnesses: Isaac Stone, Insamal[?] Stone
Received 8 Jun 1779

Note: This land sale by Roger Amidon and his wife Elizabeth suggests that Roger Sr was dead by 18 Jan 1779 as Roger
was no longer using the title Junior.  The land sales after this time by a Roger Amidon were cosigned by Roger (without
Jr.) and Elizabeth.

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99ZH-KPY6?cc=2106411&wc=MCBL-PZ9%3A361612201%2C361805401 

6 Apr 1779
Worcester County deed book 126, p. 639.

The following purchase is assumed to have been made by Roger Amidon, Jr. as Roger Sr. is thought to have died by this
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date. This is the only deed in which the identity of Roger is ambiguous. 

Samuel Warfield of Upton, Worcester County, John Warfield of Hopkinton Middlesex County, Hannah Hill [signed as
Hannah Warfield] of Upton, Lydia Warfield of Upton, Experience Hebard of Dudley, Worcester County and Rachel Palmer
of Killingly, Connecticut sold to Roger Ammedon of Douglas for 225 pounds a parcel of land in Douglas bounded as
follows: beginning at a stake and stones on the Country road thence northerly bounded easterly by land formerly John
Marshes to a black oak tree at the range line thence westerly by said range line to a white oak tree it being the northwest
corner of the land formerly John Marsh’s thence turning south ? degree east to the country road to a heap of stones
thence easterly by said road to the first mentioned bound containing by estimation 30 acres with dwelling house on the
premises. 
Witnesses: Ebenezer Marsh, Ezra Whitney
Received 29 Mar 1797

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99ZH-L98V?cc=2106411&wc=MCBG-Q68%3A361612201%2C361861401

16 Jan 1797
Worcester County deed book 126, p. 546.

Roger Amidon and Elizabeth Amidon of Douglas sold for $1200 to Levi Morse of Douglas 62 acres of land in Douglas with
buildings bounded as follows: beginning at the northwest corner of Moses Thayer’s land on the south side of the county
road then south by Thayer’s land about 23 rods to [?] Jennison's land then westerly by said Jennison land about fifty four
rods to a heap of stones at a corner of Jennison’s land then north 7.5 deg west by Jennison land about twenty three rods
to the county road then continuing the same point by Richard Powell land about one hundred & ten rods to a white oak tree
marked on the range line parting the third and fourth range of lots then east 7.5 degrees north on sd range line about 30
rods to a heap of stones to the northwest corner of  a piece of land the grantor sold to John Amidon then south 8 degrees
east 18 rods to a stake & heap of stones then east 8 degrees north 53 1/3 to a heap of stones by Paul Dudley land then
south 7.5 degrees east by said Dudley land about 78 rods to the County road then westerly by the road until it comes
against the first mentioned corner then south [?] said road to the first mentioned corner.
Witnesses: Benj A Wallis, Aaron Marsh
Received 7 Feb 1797

Note: After this sale Roger moved to Readsboro, Bennington, Vermont and bought land there. 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89ZH-251B?cc=2106411&wc=MCBG-Q68%3A361612201%2C361861401

22 Nov 1815
Worcester County deed book198, p. 493.

22 Nov 1815 John Ballard of Oxford, Worcester County for $80 quit claimed all rights and title to a certain parcel of land in
Douglas  to Roger Amidon of Rowe, Franklin County for $80.  This land was described as the the land that Ballard's
grandfather (deceased) seized and possessed of John Marsh of Douglas, it being the same land Ebenezer Marsh deeded
to Roger Amidon and others and it being the same land that was appraised 1 Jun 1769 as John Marshes estate that I
[John Ballard] claimed a right to as an heir to John Marsh which heirship fell to me by my mother Mary Ballard deceased.   
Witnesses: Levi Morse and Peter Butler
Received 27 Nov 1815

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9ZH-LVHJ?cc=2106411&wc=MCBG-KZ7%3A361612201%2C361939501
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